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Featured Writers
Keynote: Janisse Ray. An environmental activist and poet, Ray is the award-winning 
author of Ecology of a Cracker Childhood, a highly praised book that combines el-
ements of ecology and autobiography into a multifaceted work. The book won the 
American Book Award among numerous others. Her latest is a nonfiction book on 
open-pollinated seeds, The Seed Underground: A Growing Revolution to Save Food  
(Chelsea Green), published in 2012 to wide acclaim. Drifting into Darien, a personal 
and natural history of the Altamaha River, was released in fall 2011 by the University of 
Georgia Press. — janisseray.weebly.com

Valerie Boyd is the author of Wrapped in Rainbows: The Life of Zora Neale Hurston. 
It was hailed by Alice Walker as “magnificent” and “extraordinary,” by The Washing-
ton Post as  “definitive,” by the Boston Globe as “elegant and exhilarating.” For her 
work on Wrapped in Rainbows, Valerie received the Georgia Author of the Year Award 
in nonfiction as well as an American Library Association Notable Book Award. The 
Georgia Center for the Book named Wrapped in Rainbows one of the “25 Books That 
All Georgians Should Read,” and the Southern Book Critics Circle honored it with the 
2003 Southern Book Award for best nonfiction of the year. — valerieboyd.com

Jim Auchmutey carved out an enviable beat at the Atlanta Journal-Constitution for 
more than 30 years, writing richly detailed features about race, religion, history and 
food. In 2006 he covered a story about a high school reunion that has now become the 
subject of his first book, The Class of ‘65: A Student, A Divided Town, and the Long 
Road to Forgiveness. This is a deeply moving story of reconciliation, redemption and 
the infinite capacity for change. Auchmutey was twice named the Cox Newspaper 
chain’s Writer of the Year and honored by the Robert F. Kennedy Journalism Awards, 
the Associated Press and the Sigma Delta Chi journalism society. — Atlanta Magazine, 

Teresa Weaver made national headlines in 2007 when her position as Book Editor 
of the Atlanta Journal-Constitution was eliminated. The announcement led to angry 
letters and prompted the National Book Critics Circle (NBCC) to launch the Campaign 
to Save Book Reviewing. The campaign posted an online petition to reinstate Weaver, 
which collected nearly 6,000 signatures including those of Salman Rushdie and Richard 
Ford. From 2007 to 2015, Weaver was editorial director at Habitat for Humanity Inter-
national and wrote a book column for Atlanta Magazine. Now, she is a development 
writer at CARE USA, where she creates proposals and reports on projects that fight 
poverty and empower women in 95 countries. She also serves on the advisory council 
of the Georgia Center for the Book.— Poets&Writers, Atlanta Magazine, sources



More Authors!
The Book Widows. The first important detail about 
the quartet of wordsmiths: None of them are wid-
ows. They found themselves recently, again without 
husbands, at a book festival together and  decided 
to combine their literary forces. Authors (from left), 
Susan Jimison, Constance McKee, Rona Simmons 
and Valerie Joan Connors, consider themselves 
“late-blooming” authors who began writing after 
retiring from other careers. They all live in the area: 
Simmons in Cumming, Connors in Norcross, Jimison 
in Woodstock, and McKee in Tucker – and all four 
are published by Deeds Publishing of Athens. Their 
discussions at festivals explore gender differences among readers. All four have been nominated for and/or 
won writing awards, including McKee and her debut novel, The Girl in the Mirror. — northsidewoman.com, 

Eric L. Haney. In this exclusive behind-the-scenes account, found-
ing member Haney, Sgt. Maj, (Ret.) takes you into the grueling 
selection and training process of Delta Force. They are the anony-
mous heroes who protect us from threats we’ll never know existed. 
Haney, of Lindale, Ga., was a co-executive producer of the CBS 

television series The Unit, created by David Mamet and inspired 

by Haney’s special operations experiences. Previously, Haney was 

a technical consultant on Mamet’s 2004 film Spartan, starring Val 

Kilmer. — Amazon, sources

Doug McKittrick, 
who writes under the 
pseudonym pdmac, 
is the author of the 
science fiction adven-
ture series Wolf 359, 
which took second 
place in Science Fic-
tion in the book-bzz.
com Prize Writer of 
the year 2015 com-
petition.  Additional-
ly, he is the author of 
a Steampunk Western 

Fool’s Gold.  He has edited a literature anthology, 
served as managing editor of an archaeology maga-
zine, and has had poems, short stories, articles, and 
editorials published in various literary journals, mag-
azines and newspapers.  His most recent short sto-
ries appear in the Short Story America anthologies III 

and IV, Poets in Hell, and The Mulberry Fork Review.  
He has a M.A. in creative writing and a Ph.D. in 
theology, and is a member of the Steampunk Writers 
and Artists Guild, and the Georgia Writers Associa-
tion. He lives in Acworth with his wife.

Christopher Mar-
tin is author of This 

Gladdening Light: An 

Ecology of Father-

hood and Faith, which 
won the 2015 Will D. 
Campbell Award in 
Creative Nonfiction 
and will be published 
by Mercer University 
Press in early 2017. 
He is also author 
of the poetry collections Marcescence, Everything 
Turns Away, and A Conference of Birds. His poems 
are included in Stone, River, Sky and The Southern 

Poetry Anthology. Martin is on the board of the 
Acworth Cultural Arts Center and launched SHORE, 
Acworth’s Creative Reading Series, in 2015, which 
is held monthly. Chris is the editor of Flycatcher, a 
contributing editor at New Southerner, and winner 
of the 2014 George Scarbrough Award for Poetry. 
He is on faculty at the Appalachian Young Writers 
Workshop and an instructor of English at Georgia 
Highlands College. He holds an M.A. in professional 
writing from Kennesaw State University. He lives in 
Acworth with his wife and their two young children.



More Authors!
Sandra Hood is an award-winning author born 
in Atlanta. Her short fiction won the 2016 Terry 
Kay Prize, and her debut novel, Blood Exchange, 
was finalist for the 2015 Georgia Author of the 
Year Award. Sandra believes that in a world 
where bizarre, complicated, and sometimes evil 
agendas come into play, mankind holds at its 
core an inherent goodness, a trait she likes to 
explore in her writing. 
sshoodfiction.com

Richard Fierce is currently an operations man-
ager whose dream is to write full time. His first 
work, The Last Page, had been gathering dust 
in a box before it was published in 2008, he 
says. He has written seven other works, includ-
ing his latest novel, The Valiant King.

richardfierce.com

Angie Dokos grew up  with a love of writing. As an adult, she says, “I never felt like 
I had a good enough vocabulary to write a real book. My daughter decided for her 
senior project she would publish a book.  Well, life happened and she didn’t stick with 
it.  I kept writing it just for fun.  ... I started reading more and more books that were 
self-published and I started looking into it.  I decided I would go for it.  I don’t expect 
my book to make millions, but I do know a lot of people would enjoy it.” Her debut 
novel, Mackenzie’s Distraction, was published earlier this year.
angiedokos.com

A.R. Cook of Gainesville, Ga., is the author of The Scholar and the Sphinx 

YA trilogy. The most recent, The Scholar, the Sphinx and the Threads of Fate 
released June 2016. Her newest series, The Scale Seekers, came out in early 
2016 with the first book, The Secrets of the Moonstone Heir. She also has 
short stories published in the anthology, The Kress Project, from the Georgia 
Museum of Art, and the fairy-tale collection Willow Weep No More. Cook is 
also a playwright, and her play Death by Word was produced at the Theatre 
of Western Springs in Illinois for their New Plays Workshop August. 
scholarandsphinx.wix.com/arcook.

Kathleen Delaney came to the writing life a little late. First, she raised five children, 
heaven alone knows how many cats and dogs, more than a few horses, and assorted 4 
H animals. Somewhere in there, she found she wanted to write as well as read. Her first 
book, Dying for a Change, was a finalist in St. Martin’s Malice Domestic contest. Since 
then she has written six more books. The first two in her new Mary McGill canine myster-
ies are Purebred Dead and Curtains for Miss Plym. Delaney resides in Woodstock. www.
kathleendelaney.net



More Authors!
Brenda Sutton Rose grew up barefoot and 

sunburned in southern rural Georgia. Her short 

stories, poetry and essays have appeared in 

various  publications. Dogwood Blues, Rose’s 

debut novel, was published in 2015. A work of 

Southern fiction, Dogwood Blues is a turbulent 

and sassy novel that examines serious themes 

of prejudice and domestic violence in a small 

southern town dealing with change.

authorbrendasuttonrose.com

Erica Gerald Mason is an author, poet and blog-

ger living in Acworth. Her book of poetry, i am 

a telescope: science love poems, is available on 

Kindle and paperback on Amazon. “I hope you 

can find yourself in my work, and perhaps feel 
inspired to create your own.” Find her blog and 

poetry at  ericageraldmason.com.

Danielle Singleton has been hailed as a “top-notch mystery 

writer” with a style “like a young, female James Patterson.” 

Her first novel, Safe & Sound, was written while Singleton 

was attending Harvard Law School. She has since published 

five more books: Do No Harm, The Enemy Within, The Con-

tainment Zone, Price of Life, and Secrets of the Deep. Single-

ton is a lawyer and lives in Atlanta.

http://www.daniellesingleton.com

Clifford Brooks is author of The Draw of 

Broken Eyes & Whirling Metaphysics. A 

native of Athens, Ga., he grew up writing. 

His passion grew into short stories, humor-

ous nonfiction and poetry. In 2013, Brooks 
founded The Southern Collective Experi-

ence, which is a cooperative of like-mind-

ed, professional artists from all genres who 

wish to promote a more accurate depic-

tion of creative minds in the workforce as 

well as to support one another as a family.

southerncollectiveexperience.com
cliffbrooks.com



More Authors!
Amy Pence authored the 
poetry collections Armor, 
Amour (Ninebark Press), 

The Decadent Lovely 
(Main Street Rag), and the 

chapbook Skin’s Dark Night. 
Her hybrid book on Emily 
Dickinson Incandescent is 

forthcoming from Ninebark 
in 2018. She lives in Atlanta. 

Links to other work can be 
found at amypence.com. 

Sandra Meek is the author of five 
books of poems, including An 
Ecology of Elsewhere (Persea, 

2016). Dana Professor of English, 
rhetoric and writing at Berry 

College, she is also director of the 
Georgia Poetry Circuit and poetry 

editor of the Phi Kappa Phi Forum. 
Visit her at sandrameek.com

Alice Teeter’s book When It 

Happens To You was published 
in 2009 by Star Cloud Press,

Elephant Girls was published 
in 2015 by Aldrich Press. 

Teeter is an instructor/lecturer 
at Emory University, Atlanta. 

She is a member of the Atlanta 
Women’s Poetry Collective.

Sally Stewart Mohney’s poetry collection, Low Country, High Water, won 
the Southern Poetry Anthology Prize for North Carolina. Other publications 

include pale blue mercy and A Piece of Calm. Her work has appeared 
in The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Cortland Review, San Pedro River 

Review, Verse Daily and elsewhere. She is the recipient of the Jesse Rehder 
Prize from the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.

The Acworth Cultural Arts Center (ACAC) is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) 
corporation formed to enhance art education and awareness of the arts 
here. Community leaders in government, cultural organizations, artists 

and individual supporters of the arts are coming together to offer a 
homegrown solution to evaporating public funding for the arts in schools 

and other areas. The ACAC supports fine arts printmaking with the Red 
Onion Press,  visual arts with the Main Street Gallery and writers with the 

Allatoona Writers group.



Speaker Room Classroom 1 Classroom 2

8:30 a.m. Breakfast Hosted by Acworth Tourism

9-9:30 a.m. Welcome!

9:30 a.m. PANEL 
Writing the Sci Fi novel and worlds beyond! 

Richard Fierce, Sandra Hood.  
Moderator: Doug McKittrick

SPEAKER 
Technology of the Book,  

Julia Skinner, Ph.D., Rare Books 
Curator, Kennesaw State University

PANEL 
Creating a Sense of Place 

Danielle Singleton, Brenda Sutton 
Rose, Erica Gerald Mason

10:30 a.m. KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
Janisse Ray, award-winning author,  

activist, naturalist

11:30 LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH

1:00 p.m. PANEL 
The Book Widows: Gender Reading Gap 

Valerie Connors, Susan Jimison, Constance 
McKee. Moderator: Rona Simmons

PANEL 
Writing process 

Richard Fierce, Angie Dokos, Alison 
Cook. Moderator: Doug McKittrick

READING 
Poetry of Place and the Place of Eco-

Poetry in the 21st Century  
Atlanta Women’s Poetry Collective 

Sandra Meek, Janisse Ray, Christopher 
Martin and Sally Stewart Mohney.  

Moderator: Amy Pence

2:00 p.m. SPEAKER 
Founding member Eric Haney talks about 

writing Delta Force, the story behind the Army's 
most elite top-secret strike force

WORKSHOP 
On Writing 
Janisse Ray

SPEAKER 
Branding an Author’s Mystique 

The Southern Collective Experience,  
Clifford Brooks III

3:00 p.m. SPEAKER 
The story behind The Class of ‘65,  A Student, a 

Divided Town, and the Long Road to 
Forgiveness, on this year’s list of Books All 

Georgians Should Read,  
Jim Auchmutey

WORKSHOP 
Mystery Writing: The Tortuous Path 

from Idea to Story 
Kathleen Delaney

WORKSHOP 
 Self & World: Writing Eco-Poetry 

Alice Teeter, Amy Pence 
Atlanta Women’s Poetry Collective

4:00 p.m. PANEL 
Getting published AND getting good reviews  

(Plus Cookies) 
Panel: Janisse Ray, Valerie Boyd, Jim 

Auchmutey, Teresa Weaver.  
Moderator: Ellen Kennerly

Festival Schedule 
FRIDAY EVENING 

Reception, 5 p.m.- 9 p.m., Dogwood Terrace Restaurant, 4975 North Main Street, Acworth 
Appetizers, cash bar 

SATURDAY 
Roberts Community Center, 4681 School Street, Acworth

The Book Room 
More books by local authors, original art by local artists, items from local business people and displays  

from the Acworth Cultural Arts Center, more.

ACAC: Print Demonstration at The Red Onion on Sen. Russell Avenue






